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SUBJECT: SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE ON RHODESIA. 

1 . USUN SEPARATELY IS REPORTING ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
CONSULTATIONS JANUARY 24 IN WHICH NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR 
HARRIMAN ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL TABLE A RESOLUTION ON 
RHODESIA AND PRESS IT TO A VOTE ON JANUARY 31. NIGERIAN 
DECISION APPARENTLY FOLLOWED A HEATED DEBATE BETWEEN 
IVOR RICHARD AND AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN IN WHICH RICHARD 
CONFORMED TO FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN'S INSTRUCTIONS THAT 
THE BRITISH COULD NOT COMPLY WITH HARRIMAN'S REQUEST THAT 
THE U.S. AND UK COME UP WITH A JOINT DECLARATION ON 
RHODESIA FOR THE COUNCIL. 

2. IT IS USUN'S JUDGMENT, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, THAT THERE 
IS STILL TIME TO CONVINCE HARRIMAN NOT REPEAT NOT TO 
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PRESS FORWARD WITH HIS INITIATIVE FOR A RESOLUTION; IN 
EXCHANGE, HOWEVER, WE WILL HAVE TO COME UP WITH A US/UK 
STATEMENT ON THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. DRAWING UPON FOREGOING, AND USUN'S REPORTING MESSAGE, 

YOU SHOULD URGENTLY CONVEY THE FOLLOWING VIEWS TO FOREIGN 
SECRETARY OWEN (WE ASSUME THAT IVOR RICHARD WILL BE 
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REPORTING FULLY TO OWEN AND MAY BE PROVIDING WHAT FOLLOWS 
AS HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE TENTATIVE U.S. REACTION): 

- WE AGREE FULLY THAT OUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE IN THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL IN THE NEXT TEN DAYS SHOULD BE TO AVOID 
ANY ACTION WHICH COULD COMPROMISE THE MALTA DISCUSSIONS 
AND OUR JOINT EFFORTS IN RHODESIA. 

- FOR REASONS WHICH MAY NEVER BE FULLY AVAILABLE TO US, 

THE NIGERIANS HAVE DECIDED TO PRESS AHEAD WITH THE IDEA 
OF A RESOLUTION. WHILE NO TEXT IS AS YET AVAILABLE. WE 
SUSPECT THAT ANY RESOLUTION IN THE COUNCIL WOULD BE 
DAMAGING WHETHER IT IS ADOPTED OR DEFEATED. 

- ASIDE FROM THE PROBLEMS THIS WOULD POSE FOR OUR EFFORTS 
IN RHODESIA. A CONFRONTATION WITH NIGERIA COULD WELL WIN 
US HARRIMAN'S HOSTILITY WHICH WILL MAKE OUR WORK IN THE 
COUNCIL DIFFICULT IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 

- WE CONSEQUENTLY CONCLUDE THAT THE BEST COURSE WILL BE 
TO DEVELOP A US/UK STATEMENT. FOR DELIVERY ON JANUARY 31, 

ON OUR OBJECTIVES IN RHODESIA AND THE PRINCIPLES WHICH 
MOTIVATE US. WE BELIEVE IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO DEVELOP A 
STATEMENT WHICH WILL BOTH SATISFY THE AFRICANS AND BE 
CONSISTENT WITH OUR RHODESIAN STRATEGY. IN ANY EVENT, WE 
ARE CONVINCED IT IS WORTH THE EFFORT AND WE WILL BE PRE- 
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PARING AN INITIAL DRAFT TO SHOW TO UKUN SHORTLY. 

4. YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN A FAILURE 
OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE UK AND NIGERIA. OWEN, IN 
INSTRUCTING RICHARD TO STONEWALL, APPARENTLY THOUGHT HE 
HAD GARBA S CONCURRENCE THAT THE SECURITY COUNCIL SHOULD 
TAKE NO ACTION ON RHODESIA. HARRIMAN SPOKE SUBSEQUENTLY 
TO GARBA IN NEW YORK AND FELT GARBA GAVE NO SUCH COMMIT- 
MENT. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DEBATES, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE019752 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GHELMAN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780036-0831 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 23/aaaaatls. tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d75509e0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3715723 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE ON RHODESIA. 

TAGS: PORG, RH, UK, UNSC 
To: LONDON 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d75509e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



